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with only their under garments on, crying" and weeping to offer
themselves at his tent, and desired him to deal with them as their
baseness and ingratitude deserved. However, this would not pre-
vail; for though his anger was already something mollified, yet he
would not admit them into the presence, nor would they stir from
thence, but continued two days and nights before his tent, bewailing
themselves, and imploring him as their lord to have compassion on
them. But the third day he came out to them, and seeing them very
humble and penitent, he wept himself a great while, after a gentle
reproof spoke kindly to them, and dismissed those who were un-
serviceable with magnificent rewards, and with his recommendation
to Antipater, that when they came home, at all public shows and in
the theatres, they should sit on the best and foremost seats, crowned
with chaplets of flowers. He ordered, also, that the children of those
who had lost their lives in his service should have their father's
pay continued to them.
When he came to Ecbatana in Media, and had despatched his most
urgent affairs, he began to divert himself again with spectacles and
public entertainments, to carry on which he had a supply of three
thousand actors and artists, newly arrived out of Greece. But they
were soon interrupted by Hephsestion's falling sick of a fever, in
which, being a young man and a soldier, too, he could not confine
himself to so exact a diet as was necessary; for whilst his physician,
Glaucus, was gone to the theatre, he ate a fowl for his dinner, and
drank a large draught of wine, upon which he became very ill,
and shortly after died. At this misfortune, Alexander was so beyond
all reason transported that, to express his sorrow, he immediately
ordered the manes and tails of all his horses and mules to be cut,
arid threw down the battlements of the neighbouring cities. The
poor physician he crucified, and forbade playing on the flute or any
other musical instrument in the camp a great while, till directions
came from the oracle of Ammon, and enjoined him to honour He-
phsestion, and sacrifice to him as to a hero. Then seeking to alleviate
his grief in war, he set out, as it were, to a hunt and chase of men,
for he fell upon the Cossseans, and put the whole nation to the sword.
This was called a sacrifice to Hephsestion's ghost. In his sepulchre
and monument and the adorning of them he intended to bestow ten
thousand talents; and designing that the excellence of the work-
manship and the singularity of the design might outdo the expense,
his wishes turned, above all other artists, to Stasicrates, because he
always promised something very bold, unusual, and magnificent in
his projects. Once when they had met before, he had told him that,
of all the mountains he knew, that of Atos in Thrace was the most
capable of being adapted to represent the shape and lineaments of a
man; that if he pleased to command him, he would make it the